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ABSTRACT 
For many companies, SAS has been used for decades and there may or may not be people still around that know 
the details about the SAS deployment. For a more complex SAS environment (such as a SAS Enterprise Business 
Intelligence environment), it is harder to decipher how it was deployed. This paper intends to help communicate the 
steps on how to become familiar with the details of a SAS environment whether it is a basic SAS Foundation install 
or a multi-server SAS Enterprise Business Intelligence Environment. This paper intends to help a new SAS 
administrator or user become familiar with a SAS environment for which there is no or limited documentation. 

INTRODUCTION 
Although a SAS administrator and a SAS user need to know different types of information to do their job, there are 
some basic processes one can follow to get to know an unfamiliar SAS environment. This paper will not differentiate 
between what type of SAS person needs to know which type of information. This paper will be organized into the 
following sections: 
 

• What 

• Where 

• Who 
 
The examples in this paper will mostly be using Microsoft Windows but the concepts will certainly extend to UNIX 
and LINUX.  
 

CONCEPTS 
The concepts communicated in this paper are meant to outline methods for learning about a SAS environment. This 
will be organized into what, where, who. 
 
 
What 
What SAS modules, products, solutions exist in the SAS environment? 
 
There are a few ways to find out what is licensed and installed in a SAS environment. One of the best ways to get a 
handle on the SAS licenses is to look in the SAS Software Depot. 
 
In the SAS Software Depot there should be a directory called  install_doc. Inside this directory is a folder for each of 
your SAS Software Orders. Inside these folders are documents that explain your SAS Software Order as shown in 
Figure 1 
 
Figure 1: The install_doc directory in the SAS Software Depot 

 
By looking in these files, one can tell what SAS Software is included in your company’s license. An excerpt from the 
ordersummary.html is shown  in Figure 2. 
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Paper BI-01 (continued) 
 
 
Figure 2: SAS Software Order Summary 

 
 
 
Another interesting document in this directory is the soi.html (see Figure 3). This also contains the products and 
bundles with some additional information such as the tech support site number. 
 
Figure 3: The soi.html 

 
 
If you would like to see what license has been applied to a particular SAS desktop or SAS server, you can run the 
following code: 
 
PROC SETINIT NOALIAS; RUN: 
 
An example of the SAS LOG after running this code is shown in figure 4. 
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Paper BI-01 (continued) 
 
 
 
Figure 4:  SASLOG after running PROC SETINIT 
 

 
 
Another interesting piece of information to learn about your environment is not only what has been licensed but what 
has been installed. By running the following code, you can get a report about what has been installed on the server 
or desktop. 
 
proc product_status; run; 
 
As you can see in Figure 5, this procedure shows the exact version of the products that have been installed. 
 
Figure 5:  SASLOG after Running PROC PRODUCT_STATUS 
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Paper BI-01 (continued) 
 
Where 
Where is the software installed and where are the relevant configuration and autoexec files?  
 
From a batch program or SAS Display Manager, you can run the following code: 
 
proc options long; run; 
 
The results from this code will look like the excerpt in Figure 6.. 
 
Figure 6: PROC OPTIONS excerpt 
 

 

 
 
 
 

You can also go to the Help Menu from interactive SAS and choose the “About SAS 9” item. In addition, if you are a 

SAS Enterprise Guide user, you can run any of the above code and go to the “About SAS Enterprise Guide” on the 

help menu. 
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Paper BI-01 (continued) 
 
 
Figure 8: Help > About SAS 9 
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Paper BI-01 (continued) 

 

 
Figure 9:  Help > About SAS Enterprise Guide 
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Paper BI-01 (continued) 
 
If you are dealing with a planned SAS installation, there are some important directories and files to consider. The 
main directory to look at for a planned SAS installation is the SAS configuration directory. This directory will typically 
contain a directory named Lev1. Inside this directory are files which will tell the story of how the SAS environment is 
installed and configured. If there are multiple SAS servers in the deployment, begin with the SAS Metadata server, 
then the SAS Application server and then finally the SAS Web Applications server. These could be all on one 
physical server or spread across multiple physical servers. 
 
 
Figure 10: <SAS Configuration Directory>\Lev1\ 
 

 
 
In the presentation, we will delve into the directories and the information they hold. The main ones we will be 
discussing are: 
 

• Documents 

• Logs 

• SASApp 

• SASMeta 

• Utilities 
 

We will also explore the SAS Management Console to see what information is easily leveraged about a SAS 
environment. 
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Paper BI-01 (continued) 
 
Who 
Who installed/deployed the SAS environment? What credentials were used? This can be determined by looking at 
the user directories in Windows. If you are on UNIX/Linux, you can look in the /home/ directories. The file you are 
looking for is SDWPrefs.txt. There are various other files as well depending on the type of installation. 
 

CONCLUSION 
Companies using SAS Software should have documentation that outlines the details about the SAS environment. 
When that documentation is sparse, non-existent or out of date, users can find out information about the SAS 
environment by using the methods in this paper. 
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