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MWSUG 18  

 MidWest SAS
®

 Users Group Conference  

October 28 -30 , 200 7  

Downtown Marriott, Des Moines  

A Harvest of Fresh Ideas to Help You Grow!  
                                         

Dear Fellow SAS
®
 Users: 

 
Welcome to the 18

th
 annual MidWest SAS

®
 Users Group conference.  We hope that the conference will prove to be 

a valuable opportunity for you to learn new tools and techniques and to network with other SAS
®
 users.   We have 

been overwhelmed with the response to this conference!  At this writing, we are expecting more than 300 
attendees, making this one of the largest gatherings of Midwest SAS

®
 users ever!  THANK YOU!!! 

 
All conference sessions will be held on either the 2

nd
 or 3

rd
 floor of the Downtown Marriott.  2

nd
 floor meeting rooms 

are identified as Salon A through Salon H.  3
rd

 floor meeting rooms are identified by the name of an Iowa town such 
as Des Moines, Dubuque, Davenport, Council Bluffs, etc.  So if a session you want to attend is taking place in a 
room with a Salon name, youôll know you need to be on the Second floor, and if the session is taking place in a 
room with a Town name, youôll know you need to be on the Third floor.  Use this handy key: 
 

proc  format ;  

 value $Room2Floor  

 'Salon' = 'Second Floor'  

 'Town'  = 'Third Floor';  

run ;  

 
For those of you who are first time attendees, a ñfirst timersò session will be held on Sunday afternoon from 5:30-
6:00PM in the Dubuque Hall.  Using the handy key above, youôll know this is on the Third floor.  This session is 
geared toward first-time conference goers, and is designed to help you get the most out of your conference 
experience.  Weôll highlight the opportunities that are available to you, give you some tips for planning your 
conference days, and answer questions that you may have.   
 
The conference kicks off with the opening session on Sunday evening at 7:00PM in Salons D & E.  The Keynote 
Speaker is Jim Metcalf, R&D Director, Business Intelligence Query and Reporting at SAS Institute.  Jimôs 
presentation is titled ñSAS

®
 BI Is For You Too!ò.  Donôt miss it!   A social reception will follow the opening session. 

 
Beginning Monday morning at 8:00AM and continuing through Tuesday afternoon, there is a full schedule of 
presentations for you to choose from.  Refer to the presentation abstracts in this Program Guide to help you decide 
how to spend your time.  In addition to presentations, classes and hands on workshops, youôll want to set aside 
some time for: 
 

¶ The SAS
®
 Demo room, where you can see SAS

®
 software in action, ask questions, and learn how you can 

use SAS
®
 to solve problems. 

¶ Destinyôs Virtual Learning Caf®, where you can get in-depth, self-paced training ï free of charge. 

¶ Monday afternoon SAS User Appreciation Reception in the Des Moines Hall from 5:00-6:00PM. 

¶ Monday evening dinner at the Iowa Historical Museum ï buses will provide transportation between the 

hotel and the museum from 6:00PM until 10:00PM. 

Included in this program guide is an overview of the conference schedule and a complete listing of presentation 
abstracts.  See page 31 for some Useful Conference Information which includes details on all of the meals, 
receptions and snacks that are included with your conference registration. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Delayne Stokke and John Xu 
2007 Conference Co-Chairs 



Page 3 of 34 

2007 Conference Schedule at a Glance  

 

Sunday, October 28  
 1:00 p.m. ï 5:00  p.m. Registration and Information Desk Open, 3

rd
 Floor  

 5:00 p.m. ï 5:30  p.m. Speaker and Vol unteer Meeting ï Dubuque  

 5:30 p.m. ï 6:00  p.m. First Timers Session ï Dubuque 

 7:00 p.m. ï 8:00  p.m. Opening  Session and Keynote Address ï Salon D&E  

 8:00 p.m. ï 10:00 p.m. Reception ï Salons FGH  

 

Monday, October 29  
 7:30 a.m. ï  9:00 a.m. Continental B reakfast , outside Cedar Rapids  

 7:30 a.m. ï 11:30 a.m. Registration  & Information Desk Open, 3
rd

 Floor  

 8:00 a.m. ï  5:00 p.m. Destiny Virtual Learning Café Open, 3
rd

 Floor  

 8:00 a.m. ï 11:30 a.m. Speaker Presentations, Training Courses and Hands - on Worksh ops  

 9:00 a.m. ï 11:30 a.m. SAS Demo Area and Vendor Displays Open , Des Moines Hall  

11:30 a.m. ï  1:00 p.m. Buffet Lunch sponsored by Smith Hanley.  Salons EFGH.  

 1:00 p.m. ï  4:00 p.m. Registration & Information Desk Open , 3
rd

 Floor  

 1:00 p.m. ï  5:00 p.m . Speaker Presentations, Training Courses and Hands - on Workshops  

 1:00 p.m. ï  6:00 p.m. SAS Demo Area/Vendor Displays Open , Des Moines Hall  

 5:00 p.m. ï  6:00 p.m. SAS User Appreciation Reception ï Demo Area ï Des Moines  Hall  

 6:00 p.m. ï 10:00 p.m. Monda y Night  Social Event  at State Historical Museum , dinner catered 

by Barattaôs.  Buses run between Hotel and Museum from 6:00 p.m. 

until 10:00 p.m.  

 

Tuesday, October 30  
 7:30 a.m. ï  9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast, outside Cedar Rapids  

 7:30 a.m. ï 11:30 a. m. Registration  & Information Desk Open, 3
rd

 Floor  

 8:00 a.m. ï  3:00 p.m. Destiny Virtual Learning Café Open, 3
rd

 Floor  

 8:00 a.m. ï 11:30 a.m. Speaker Presentations, Training Courses and Hands - on Workshops  

 9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. SAS Demo Area and Vendor  Displays Open, Des Moines Hall  

11:30 a.m. ï  1:00 p.m. Lunch ï on your own ï a restaurant guide is included at the back of 

this book.  

12:30 p.m. ï  3:30 p.m. In Conference Class ï SAS/Graph ï Salons B & C  

 1:00 p.m. ï  3:00 p.m. Registration & Information  Desk Open, 3
rd

 Floor  

 1:00 p.m. ï  3:00 p.m. Speaker Presentations  and Hands - on Workshops  

 3:00 p.m. ï  3:30 p.m. Afternoon snacks served outside Salon D  

 3:30 p.m. ï  4:15 p.m. Closing Ceremony  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
is a long term sponsor of Mid West SAS Users Group and Iowa SAS Users Group.   

 

Contact John Xu by phone at 515-778-4093  or by email johnxu@1st-consulting.com 

for your consulting and training needs. 

mailto:johnxu@1st-consulting.com
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2007 MWSUG Board of Directors 
 

D.J. Penix ï President 
Pinnacle Solutions, Inc., Indianapolis, IN 
email: dj@mwsug.org 

 
Ken Schmidt ï Treasurer 

Computer Contract Services, Inc., Ann Arbor, MI 
email: ks@mwsug.org 

 
John Xu ï Member at Large 

1ST Consulting LLC, West Des Moines, IA 
email: jx@mwsug.org 

 
Bill Adams ï Director Emeritus 

Adams Consulting Services 
email: ba1@mwsug.org 

 

Cindy Lee ï Vice President 
Eli Lily & Company, Indianapolis, IN 
email: cl@mwsug.org 

 
George Hurley ï Secretary 

JPMorgan Chase, Columbus, OH 
email: george.j.hurley@chase.com 

 
Zeke Torres ï Member at Large 

1016 Inc., Chicago, IL  
email: zt@1016inc.com 

 
Donalee Wanna ï Director Emeritus 

U.S. Bank 
email: dw1@mwsug.org 

 
SAS Liaison 

Patsy Harbour 
SAS Institute, Inc. 

patsy.harbour@sas.com 

 

Local User Groups  

 
SAS Institute maintains a list of local user groups in the MidWest region on the SAS Institute Web site: 

http://www.sas.com/usergroups/namerica/mwsug.hsql. In-house groups are not included here.  If we have missed an active local group, please 
send a message to an MWSUG board member with the appropriate contact information. 
 

ILLINOIS 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS SAS USER 
GROUP 

Wei-Shin (James) Wang 
email: dhs9004@dhs.state.il.us 
URL: : http://www.cisug.org 

 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS SAS USERS 
GROUP  

Desheng (Ben) Xu 
email: dxu@niu.edu 
URL: http://www.nisug.com 

 
WINDY CITY SAS USERS GROUP 

Zeke Torres 
       email: info@wcsug.org 

URL: http://www.wcsug.org 
 

INDIANA 

CENTRAL INDIANA SAS USER 
GROUP 

D.J. Penix 
Pinnacle Solutions, Inc. 

      phone: (317) 423-9143  

      email: dj@mwsug.org 
      URL: http://www.cisug.org 

 
SW INDIANA SAS USERS GROUP 

Rebecca Whitehouse 
phone: (812) 468-5017 
email: 
Rwhitehouse@agfinance.com 

IOWA 
IOWA SAS USERS GROUP  

Zhuan (John) Xu 
email: johnxu@1st-consulting.com  
URL: http://www.iowasasuser.org 
 

KANSAS and MISSOURI 
KANSAS CITY AREA SAS USERS 
GROUP  

Stephanie Schaller 
email: info@kcasug.org 
URL: http://www.kcasug.org 

 
MICHIGAN 
MICHIGAN SAS USERS GROUP  

Kenneth M. Schmidt 
      email: ks@misug.org 

URL: http://www.misug.org 
 
MINNESOTA 
TWIN CITIES AREA SAS USER 
GROUP  

Donalee Wanna 
email: dona@tcasug.org  
URL: http://www.tcasug.org 

 
NORTH DAKOTA 
RED RIVER VALLEY USERS GROUP  

Carol Drechsel  
email: 
Carol_Drechsel@mail.und.nodak.edu 

http://www.und.nodak.edu/org/rrvsug/ 

OHIO 
CANTON, AKRON, MASSILLON SUG  

Gina Losue 
email: gina@qlx.com   

 
CENTRAL OHIO SAS UG (COSUG)  

Paula Adkins 
email: PAdkins@checkfree.com 
URL: 
http://www.geocities.com/cosug 

 
CLEVELAND SAS USER GROUP  

Mary MacDougall 
email: clevesug@adelphia.net. 
http://www.spssoft.com/clevesug/in
dex.html 

 
GREATER CINCINNATI SAS UG  

George J. Hurley  
email: george.j.hurley@chase.com 
             

WISCONSIN 
WISCONSIN SAS USERS GROUP 

Steve First 
email: sfirst@sys-seminar.com 
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Sunday Evening Opening Session Keynote Address  

ñKeynote: SAS® BI is For You Too! ò 
Jim Metcalf 

R&D Director 
Business Intelligence Query and Reporting 

 

Are you a programmer?  Have you been programming in SAS 
since garage décor was in vogue?  What does a 30-year old 
company do for it's enc ore?  We invest a billion dollars and 

5000 developer years in a whole new line of software designed 
to make you more valuable ! 

 
 
Biography 
 

As R&D director of BI query and reporting, Metcalf and his team of developers 
work to engineer SAS BI query and reporting products ï SAS® Web Report Studio, 
SAS® Information Delivery Portal, SAS® Information Map Studio and SAS® Management Console. 
 
Prior to this role, he was director of SAS Technology Product Management and was actively involved in the 
release of SAS®9, widely considered the most important software release in SAS history. 
  
Since joining SAS in 1993, Metcalf has served as a software tester for SAS/AF® software and as a software 
developer for SAS/EIS® software, SAS® Financial Management, SAS® Risk Dimensions® and SAS® 
OLAP Server. 
 
Prior to joining SAS, Metcalf worked for the Royal Dutch Shell Group of Companies, exploring for oil in the 
deepwater Gulf of Mexico. While there, he was deepwater leasehold strategist, responsible for selecting 
well locations and planning Shell's deepwater leasehold disposition. He holds bachelor's and master's 
degrees in geophysics from the University of Oklahoma, and has been a SAS programmer since 1983. 
 

Sunday, October 28 th  at 7:00 pm  
Salons D and E (2 nd  Floor)  

Social Recept ion Immediately Follows  
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